To the:

Representative of the 

Claims Conference in Germany

Mr. Georg Heuberger

Sophienstrasse 26

60487 Frankfurt a. M.

                                                                                      
Mainz, 26.07.07              

Theme Evening "Sin and Forgiveness" on May 25th, 2007

Your letter dated May 31st, 2007
Dear Mr. Heuberger,

Thank you for your letter dated May 31st, 2007 which you also sent to the ZDF director, Professor Schächter. The director and I have discussed the matter and I would like to comment on your critical remarks concerning the ZDF / ARTE co-produced film from Ilan Ziv "In the Name of the Victims".
Please excuse my delayed response. As your criticism of Ziv’s film was rather harsh we asked the author and director, who lives in New York, to comment on the criticism and accusations. 
The film "In the Name of the Victims" is an international co-production with Israeli television. The author himself is an Israeli with US citizenship. We have come to know Mr. Ziv over the years as a careful researcher and film producer. His last production, the television film, entitled "The Six Day War" was a worldwide success and was shown on ARTE in two episodes at the beginning of June. 

The film "In the Name of the Victims" is not only a demonstration of careful research but also of careful realization.  

It wasn’t intended to be a virtual, detailed report on the restitution cases. The author wanted to portray a thought-provoking view of the multifaceted practical problems that the Jewish Claims Conference has to overcome when dealing with property inheritance claims after the reunification. Furthermore, the film asks questions about the usage of funds gained from property sales that were not claimed by inheritors within the two-year deadline period. We know that the question concerning the usage of the funds affects a lot of Holocaust survivors in Israel and throughout the world who depend on support and help. In particular, the affected in Israel and the USA question the way your organization allocates funds. Therefore, Journalists are justified to investigate and report on the worldwide discussion concerning the way the Jewish Claims Conference compensates victims. 
It is specifically mentioned in the film that the Claims Conference works on the basis of a law from the Federal Republic of Germany. Furthermore, the film explains, using photographs of archives, how the agreement between the German and Israeli government concerning compensation for NS-wrong in 1952 came to be.
However, the author then asks the question of how much the reality of the post-war period has changed upon which the Jewish Claims Conference was founded. Ilan Ziv’s analysis in no way assists existing prejudices, which you accuse him of. I cannot see any polemics in the commentary of the film.
The Jewish Claims Conference is prominently represented with Vice President Gideon Taylor. He, himself, did not want to go into the details of the exemplary cases. He was more concerned about explaining the politics and philosophy of the Claims Conference whilst answering the author’s questions. In addition to this, Roman Kent, a further prominent member of the board speaks up. Over and above that, there are statements from further Holocaust survivors, historians and the Israeli journalist, Netty Gross. 
I reject your accusation that an announcement text from ARTE takes pains to use the word “holocaust industry” and attends to the expectations of the right winged. I have enclosed the text issued from the ARTE press office, so that you can see for yourself that the wording does not deserve such judgment. 
Dear Mr. Heuberger, in summary, I protest against your accusation that the film "In the Name of the Victims" is based on a "tendentious and manipulative fundamental tenor which is dangerous". 

We report critically on all social groups and subdivisions, organizations and parties. That our reports cannot please everybody is obvious. For whatever reason, there should be no taboos. 
Yours truly, 

Dr. Gottfried Langenstein

Encl: 

Press Release ARTE

Copies: 
Professor Schächter, Director


Dr. Korn, Vice President of the Central Board of Jews in Germany 
